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This newsletter gives details of forthcoming events in Wimborne. Please show it to anyone
who might be interested and email me with details of any others who would like to receive
a copy.

A very big Thank you to all who supported our Annual Quiz at the end of January and
made it such an enjoyable occasion. John Clift once again found some interesting and
challenging questions but I was amazed by the high scores achieved - a maximum of 70%
and even the minimum was above the 45% pass mark, so well done everyone. You donated
a total of £243 and this will be boosted by Gift Aid.

I have already mentioned the Lent Lunches at Wimborne

Methodist Church in the previous newsletter and we are
hoping they will once again provide a meeting place for
people from different churches as well as raising money for
Christian Aid. The first is on Thursday 2

nd

March, and they
th
continue for the remaining Thursdays in Lent (March 9 to
April 6th). Come any time between 12.15pm and 1.30pm for bread, cheese and fruit. The
lunch is free but we welcome any donations which will go to one of the Christian Aid funds
for the relief of hunger. There will be a short ‘Thought for the Day’ around 12.45pm. We
hope you will be able to come and support Christian Aid’s work in this way. Further details
from me by email or 01202 889487.

This Lent, Christian Aid has prepared a calendar to help us Count Our Blessings. Based on
the hymn ‘When I needed a neighbour, were you there?’, it guides us through to Easter
with daily ways to give thanks for life’s blessings, and there are separate adult and
children's versions so the whole family can be involved. Those with internet access can
download copies from https://www.christianaid.org.uk/lent-easter/lentcalendar#count_your_blessings , or they can be ordered from Christian Aid on 020 7620
4444 .

A recent newsletter included a report of our Carols outside Waitrose before Christmas.
Stephen Dominy from the Christian Aid office in Southampton was on hand to take these
pictures which featured in the Blackmore Vale Magazine

There are more pictures on their website at
http://www.blackmorevale.co.uk/musicians-light-the-way-for-the-world-8217-s-refugeesat-waitrose-in-wimborne/story-29997369-detail/story.html#zjPvuTf2Q9GQMdVd.99
The money raised from the Waitrose carols has been sent to the Christian Aid LightTheWay
appeal, helping those forced by conflict and violence to leave their homes behind and seek
refuge elsewhere. Christian Aid Week this year will focus on refugees such as these and
takes us back 60 years to the first Christian Aid Week, set up to support work with refugees
in Europe following the Second World War. So let's act again, helping to relieve suffering
and build a world where everyone has a safe place to call home. I know many of you
already help us in a wide variety of different ways before and during the week, and we are
extremely grateful for this - thank you. As you know, we are always on the lookout for
more help, so if you are aware of anyone else please give them my details. The week runs
from 14th to 20th May and there will be more information in future newsletters.
Some refugees do manage to reach this country and seek asylum here, but their troubles
do not end. I was talking recently with a friend from Dorchester who has been visiting
some asylum seekers in The Verne IRC (Immigration Removal Centre) on Portland. Many
refugees are locked up without trial and with no idea if or when they will be released or
deported. He is a member of the Verne Visitors Group who have arranged a meeting in
Dorchester at the Corn Exchange on Friday 10th March at 7.30pm. The subject is Stolen

Lives - despair on our doorstep, and the speakers are Giles Fraser and Andrew Wilson.
I've attached a poster to the email version of this newsletter. I hope to go to learn more
about our asylum system - please contact me if you would like a lift.
Thank you for your support for Christian Aid, and please get in touch if you would like more details
of any of these events and activities. Mike Lunt, email: lunt@gmx.com, telephone: 01202 889487.

