Holy Communion, Easter season, Ascension
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

HYMN – Christ triumphant
Christ triumphant ever reigning
Saviour, Master, King
Lord of Heav’n, our lives sustaining
Hear us as we sing.
Chorus
Yours the glory and the crown
The high renown
The eternal name
Priestly King, enthroned for ever
High in heaven above
Sin and death and hell shall never
Stifle hymns of love.
Chorus
So, our hearts and voices raising
Through the ages long
Ceaselessly upon You gazing
This shall be our song
Chorus
Michael Saward (born 1932)
© Michael Saward/Jubilate Hymns
8 5 8 5 7 9 including Refrain
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Confession – saying sorry…
Christ has gone up on high, leading captivity captive
and bringing gifts for men.
As we prepare ourselves to meet him here in the courts of heaven
let us call to mind our many failures and sins.
Lord Jesus, you suffered a cruel death on the cross for our redemption,
yet we have forgotten your pain
and stayed in the realm of the evil you defeated.
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you were raised from death to bring us new life,
yet we have preferred the comfort of the familiar,
and the empty promises of a sinful world.
Christ, have mercy.
All Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you have ascended to your Father and our Father,
your God and our God;
plead there at the right hand of God
for our forgiveness and entry into the fullness of his presence.
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.
The Minister says
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
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confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis
All Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
or you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect
The Collect is said, and all respond
All Amen.
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Bible Reading, Acts 1.6-14 read by Jackie
Wadsworth
Reflection by Sharon Boyle
The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
All I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
All I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession, led by
The Peace
God has made us one in Christ.
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come,
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Preparation of the Table
Father, by your Holy Spirit
you keep the Church in unity and truth.
As we break bread together,
may we be one with Christ in faith and hope and love,
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
All His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
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It is always right to give you thanks,
God our Creator,
loving and faithful,
holy and strong.
You made us
and the whole universe,
and filled your world with life.
You sent your Son to live among us,
Jesus our Saviour, Mary’s child.
He suffered on the cross;
he died to save us from our sins;
he rose in glory from the dead.
You send your Spirit
to bring new life to the world,
and clothe us with power from on high.
And so we join the angels
to celebrate and sing:
All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Father, on the night before he died,
Jesus shared a meal with his friends.
He took the bread, and thanked you.
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this to remember me.
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After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine.
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you.
This is my blood,
the new promise of God’s unfailing love.
Do this to remember me.
Jesus Christ has died.
All Jesus Christ has died.
Jesus Christ is risen.
All Jesus Christ is risen.
Jesus Christ will come again.
All Jesus Christ will come again.
Father, as we bring this bread and wine,
and remember his death and resurrection,
send your Holy Spirit,
that we who share these gifts
may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood.
Pour your Spirit on us
that we may love one another,
work for the healing of the earth,
and share the good news of Jesus,
as we wait for his coming in glory.
For honour and praise belong to you, Father,
with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit:
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup,
All we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Giving of Communion
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
We receive the bread and wine before us.
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Prayer after Communion
Silence is kept. The Post Communion prayer is said by the priest. We
reply with an ‘Amen’.

HYMN – At the Name of Jesus
At the name of Jesus
Ev’ry knee shall bow
Ev’ry tongue confess Him
King of Glory now
‘tis the Father’s pleasure
We should call Him Lord
Who from the beginning was the mighty Word
Humbled for a season
To receive a name
From the lips of sinners
Unto whom He came
Faithfully He bore it
Spotless to the last
Brought it back victorious
When from death he passed
Brothers, this Lord Jesus
Shall return again
With His Father’s glory
With His angel-train
For all wreaths of empire
Meet upon His brow
And our hearts confess Him
King of glory now.
Author: Caroline M. Noel (1870)
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The Dismissal
The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,
give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.
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is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2000 and published by Church House Publishing .
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