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Cover photo : The Minster Crib 

At the Minster 

Sunday services  

  8.00 am   Holy Communion 
  9.45 am   Parish Eucharist 
  11.15 am   Informal Communion (1st Sunday in  month )                           
      Matins (2nd Sunday in month)  
      Informal Service (3rd Sunday in month)  
  12.00 noon   Holy Communion (2nd Sunday in month) 
  6.30 pm   Evensong  

Weekday services 
Tuesday   8.00 am  Holy Communion (Trinity Chapel)  
Thursday   9.30 am  Holy Communion (Trinity Chapel,  
       1st Thursday in the month only)  
Friday    11.00 am Holy Communion at St Margaret‟s  
Saturday  9.15 am  New Horizons Prayers (Crypt) 
Monday-Friday 8.30 am  Morning Prayer  
Monday-Friday 4.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

 
In the Northern Villages  

 

 9 am 10 am 6.30 pm 

1st Sunday 
of the month 

Breakfast Church 
Witchampton 
Village Hall 

Parish Communion 
(CW) Horton 

Evensong 
(BCP) Holt 

2nd Sunday  Sung Eucharist (CW) 
Hinton Martell 
 

 

3rd Sunday Breakfast Church 
Horton Village 
Hall 

Parish Communion 
(CW) Witchampton 

 

4th Sunday  Parish Communion 
(CW) Holt 
 

 

5th Sunday  Parish Communion 
(CW) Chalbury 
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Happy New Year (almost?)! 
 

I sit to write this a week before Christmas, suddenly realising that I have 
never had to write a „January-only letter‟ before; in my previous parishes 
the months of December and January were combined in one magazine 
issue. Then I suppose you will read this by the end of Christmas. 

I am very much enjoying the Advent/Christmas Season.  It appeals to 
my sense of humour that I have been shaking hands at the door and 
earnestly saying Happy Christmas to so many visitors, for many weeks 
already, following their Christmas Carol Services.  One Headteacher 
very enthusiastically wished me Happy Christmas as he went off on 
holidays for three weeks.  „What holiday plans have you got, Rector?‟  
Hmmm… 

We will be away with family for the first week of January and on the 6th 
christening our grandson, Max, at St George‟s, Hanover Square.  Yes, 
„Advance to Mayfair‟, with a Church on it (thankfully not an Hotel), is a 
great way to start the New Year. The celebration of new life, what a joy! 

Looking beyond Christmas, we enter this season of Epiphany with its 
particular focus on light and life.  2018 brought great and unexpected 
changes to our family in many ways.  We cannot know what 2019 will 
bring forth, but we know what we are hoping and praying for!   
- New insight into God‟s plans for us all here together as a family of 

churches.  
- A willingness to seek God‟s will for us, and the courage to embrace 

His future for us. 
- An openness to the „stirrings-up‟ and „movings‟ of The Holy Spirit. 
- To know the Lord Jesus Christ and to make Him known. 
Epiphany is about revelation, so we must be diligent in our prayers, both 
as individuals and as a body, and God who is faithful will manifest Him-
self to us, sufficient that we can grow in faith hope and love together. 
As we plan for the future, both for this year and beyond, we should serve 
our communities, both standing up and out as Christians and participa-
ting in what is going on.  A light is not hidden but put on a lampstand, so 
all can benefit.  We have much light to shine into the darkness. 

God will give the growth, for He blesses all who commit themselves to 
His Way! 

At Wimborne the Minster and Methodist congregations will join together 
to renews vows in the Covenant Service on the 6th.  I commend this to 
you, and a renewed commitment to the Lord in every way. 

Light and life in Jesus‟ name,       - Andrew  
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     Dates for your diary  -  January              
 

Tuesday 1st 8.00 - 12 noon     
12.30 - 2.00 pm  

Minster closed 
Oasis Bring and Share 
 Lunch (Church House) 

Wednesday 2nd  1.30 - 2.00 pm  Meditation group 
Thursday 3rd  12.30 - 2.00 pm  Oasis 
  
Sunday 6th, 
Epiphany 

10.30 am Covenant Service 
(Methodist Church); 
No 9.45 Eucharist 

 4.00 - 6.30 pm   Greenbelt Group (Church 
House) 

 6.30 pm Epiphany Service 
   
Tuesday 8th   2.30 pm Companions of St.Francis 

Meeting (St. Margaret‟s) 
Wednesday 9th 1.30 - 2.00 pm Meditation Group (Minster) 
   
Monday 14th 5.30 - 7.00 pm Friends of Wimborne 

Minster Trustees (Church 
House) 

Wednesday 16th 1.30 pm - 2.00 pm   Meditation Group (Minster) 
Thursday 17th    2.15 - 4.00 pm 

 
7.15 – 9.00 pm 

Mothers‟ Union (Church 
House)  
PCC (Church House) 

Sunday 20th 3.00 - 5.00 pm Informal New Year Concert 
(Church House) 
 

Wednesday 23rd 1.30 - 2.00 pm Meditation Group (Minster) 

In December 
 
17th Funeral of Cmdr Jeremy Nash    aged 98 
  (at Poole Crematorium) 
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From the Churchwardens  
Looking back on 2018, the Churchwardens, on behalf of the PCC and clergy, 
would like to thank all members of the Minster congregation and community 
for their immense support, particularly during the months of the Interregnum. 
We extend grateful thanks to all our volunteers, in worship, ministry, heritage 
and visitor welcoming, for the many hours they give to our mission and 
ministry. 
We give particular thanks that last September we welcomed our new Rector, 
Andrew, and his wife Zahra to our fellowship. 
We again give thanks to God for the service to the Minster given by those who 
have left our employment – Penny Baxter, Gerry Baxter, Sean Tucker and David 
Gostick - and for those appointed in their places, Jane MacCaig (parish 
secretary), our new cleaning contractor, and Colin Davey. 
As we approach a new year in 2019, we ask God’s blessing on our many 
volunteers and all our efforts in his service. 

- De Ashton, Peter Cook, Churchwardens 
 

Organist and Director of the Choirs 
Following the recent interviews we are delighted to announce the appointment 
of Colin Davey (BMus Hons) as our new Organist and Director of the Choirs. Colin 
is a music teacher at Bournemouth School and currently Director of Music at St 
Michael and All Angels, Bassett, Southampton. He has been a contributor to the 
RSCM's "Voices for Life" Scheme and previous Chief Examiner for the RSCM. He 
will be taking up the post in March 2019 and until then Sam Hanson has been 
engaged to look after the music in the Minster. 
 May we take this opportunity of thanking the members of both the Minster 
Choir and Minster Voices who took part in the interview process. Also, a big vote 
of thanks to Sam Hanson, David Warwick and Sean Tucker for supporting the 
Minster's music through the Christmas period and into the New Year. 

- Peter Cook, Churchwarden 
 

 
  

Sunday 27th 2.00 - 4.00 pm Holocaust Memorial 
Service  
 

Wednesday 30th  11.30 am  - 1.00 pm Historic Houses Tour 
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Editorial: Evolution, not revolution 
 

Over the next few months, our readers will see some changes to this 
Minster magazine, as we move to improve the presentation and increase 
its scope to become more visible to the wider community in Wimborne. 

We are currently restricted in the quality of reproduction of photos and 
anything requiring greater definition, so, from February onwards, we will 
be using an outside print house for all the magazine - the printers whom 
we have recently engaged to print the covers.  

This will cost us more, so to help defray the extra expenditure, we will be 
introducing advertising within the magazine, as is the norm for many 
parish  magazines including, of course, our neighbouring Village Voices, 
the parish magazine for the Northern villages.  

- The Editors 

 
Advent and Christmas Collections 

 

Over the Advent and Christmas season, donations at services are going 
to the Minster and to Crisis [Advent Carol Service],  Coach in the 
Community, RNLI and the Salisbury-Sudan Medical Link [Nine Lessons 
and Carols, Crib Service, Midnight Eucharist, Christmas Day Eucharist]. 

 
 

Changes to Informal Services 
 

in January, the Informal Worship services will move to the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month. This will give those who enjoy a less formal 
service to attend Breakfast Church in Witchampton and Horton on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays.  
 
 

Greenbelt Group Meeting. Sunday 6 January Church House 
Refreshments from 4.30pm, session 4.45 – 6.15pm, led by Liz Watson 

We will listen to a recording which addresses the fact that some older 
people feel that they are sometimes treated in a patronising manner.  An 
eloquent woman in her 90s talks about her experiences, and her 
comments will form the basis of our discussion.  Might we unknowingly 
be patronising others?  What are our own experiences? All are most 
welcome. 
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CALLING ALL MUSICIANS 
The Minster Fund-Raising and Events Committee is organising an 
informal New Year concert on Sunday 20th January, upstairs in Church 
House at 3pm. As well as musical items, there will be readings. Would 
you like to take part? 

If you don‟t want to play a solo, perhaps you could join 
up with a friend to play a duet or a group item. 
 
Please contact 
Sue Tipping phone: 07730941160,   
email: susanann44@btinternet.com, or  
Rosemary Protheroe phone: 01202 84399, 
email: protheroe.r@tiscali.co.uk  
before Thursday 10th January. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
  

URGENT: HELP NEEDED WITH ADVERTISING IN THE 
NORTHERN VILLAGES MAGAZINE -  VILLAGE VOICES 

 
Each year we renew the adverts in Village Voices magazine and we 
need someone to contact the advertisers to ask for new copy, either 
electronically or by phone, keep a record of what space is available, 
receive payments and liaise with the editor and treasurer.  The 
critical time for this activity is January to March.  There is an easy 
basic format established which you can pick up and run!   
If you are able to use email and a phone, the community would 
welcome your help in keeping Village Voices alive. 

Contact: Cuffy Laverton  
villagevoices@hotmail.co.uk or tel. 01202 849338 

 

 

mailto:susanann44@btinternet.com
mailto:protheroe.r@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:villagevoices@hotmail.co.uk
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Praying for the Minster & the Northern Villages,  
Wimborne and the world 

 

Prayer cycle for January 
 

1 Our Rector 
2 Those in training for ministry 
3 The OASIS group; the widowed 
4 The Lunch and Chat team 
5 The Society of St Francis at Hilfield 
6 Wimborne Deanery; Rural Dean 
7 Wimborne Town Council 
8 Dorset County Council 
9 Christian Aid 
10 Victoria Hospital; Streets Meadow and Stoneleigh 

homes 
11 Our Associate Clergy 
12 Parish Office staff 
13 The Mothersô Union 
14 Housegroups: prayer and study 
15 The Bible Society 
16 Staff of the Diocesan offices 
17 East Dorset Heritage Trust 
18 The police, PCSOs, the Probation Service 
19 The Sudan Medical Link 
20 Ambulance services, paramedics and firefighters 
21 Churchwardens 
22 The shop manager and volunteers 
23 PCC members 
24 The Chained Library: custodians, volunteers 
25 The MARS Trust 
26 Diocesan links with Evreux and Latvia 
27 The Citizensô Advice Bureau 
28 New housing developments 
29 Wimborne Dementia Action Alliance 
30 Wimborne First School 
31 A cause dear to your heart, not listed elsewhere 

 
Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray 
together as a parish for our common concerns.



Revd Alan Davies hangs up his priestly ñcricket bootsò 
 

It is 18 years since I retired from my full-time ministry as a vicar in a 
Liverpool parish and moved south to begin a brand-new life as an 
Honorary Assistant Priest at Wimborne Minster.  Since then, for 18 
eventful and challenging years, I have served under 4 very different 
Rectors and have assisted them as a priest in their many duties as they 
have served the people of our local community here in our lovely town. 

During my active and enjoyable ministry at the Minster, I have received 
so much support and encouragement from so many people for which I 
am truly grateful. I never cease to thank God for enabling me to enjoy 
such a long and fulfilling retirement ministry here in Wimborne, and it 
would not have been possible without the loving, understanding and 
patient support of my wife of 61 years, Barbara. 

After much thought and prayer, I believe that the time has now come for 
me to fully retire as a practising priest.  I will be 84 this month and I 
believe that God is calling me to other work.  God willing, I will still 
continue to support our Rector in every way I can as a worshipping 
member of the Minster congregation, with a particular focus on assisting 
the prayer and spiritual life of our church. 

I am greatly looking forward, as we all are, to the exciting future which 
God has in store for us, as we journey together under Andrew‟s new 
leadership. 

- Revd. Alan Davies 

 
Alan’s last service at St Margaret’s Chapel was on Friday December 
17th, our weekly BCP Holy Communion, with a congregation overflowing 
into the porch. The Rector assisted Alan in administering communion. 
After the service Dinah Ingle-finch kindly opened her home for everyone 
to have a celebration gathering, at which Alan thanked everyone, and 
received gifts in appreciation from the ‘Friends of St Margaret’s’. 

It is thanks to Alan that St Margaret’s is used for meetings by the 
Wimborne Franciscan Companions and the Third Order Franciscans 
(monthly), and the annual meetings of the East and North Dorset 
Groups. 

- John Old  
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We’re from MARS 
 

MARS stands for Modelling Active Relationship Skills.   Although our 
children have Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) taught in 
school, it can be hard for teachers to find the time or resources to teach 
them specifically about relationship skills.     
We all know how vital it is for happiness, health and well-being to be able 
to make good, sustainable relationships in our lives – with family, friends, 
romantic partners, work-colleagues and others within our communities.   
We are very lucky to have a local charity doing excellent work in schools 
to help young people understand the basics of building good 
relationships and making the right choices. 
The MARS programme covers a range of relationship skills through 
workshops in schools covering: 

¶ Relationships and Friendships and Friendship and Choice (for Years 
8/9 – 12 and 13-year-olds) – emphasising making the right choices in 
relationships 

¶ Communication and Conflict Management for Year 10 (13-14-year-
olds) – emphasising listening to understand, and useful skills and a 
mnemonic for managing conflict. 

¶ Choice and Commitment and Love is . . . for Year 11s (15-16-year 
olds), focusing on the importance of give and take, commitment, 
consent and active love in relationships. 

MARS is increasing the number of schools it works with on these 
programmes, and preparing programmes for older students.   To help 
MARS work with more schools, more volunteers from local churches are 
needed to help steer small groups of students through the workshops.  
Everyone – the MARS presenters, the volunteers, the students and the 
schools – all say how rewarding and helpful the workshops are. 
If you would like to find out more about what MARS does, an event to 
launch new branding, and introduce the new programmes for 2019 is 
being held on 21 January in Ferndown.   If you would like to come 
along, or want to know more, please contact Hilda Butler on 01202 
848859 or Anne King on 01202 881019.  And you can support MARS 
whenever you shop on line by going to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk, 
and selecting MARS, which then receives a percentage of the price.  It 
all helps! 

- Anne King 

 

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/


 

 

11 

SO THAT’S WHERE OUR CHAINS WENT! 
 

Back in October, several members of the Minster‟s Chained Library 
Team went “Beyond the Library Door” – not our library door, but the 
doors of two special but little-known libraries in Salisbury. 

Our day began in the north transept of the Cathedral where the librarians 
and volunteers showed and told us about some of the “Beautiful 
Bindings and Wonderful Words” in their care.  Their collection of rare 
books dates back many centuries. I remember, especially, the beautiful 
and elegantly hand-illustrated plants, many of which were used for 
medicinal purposes, in one of the works shown to us. Then there was a 
Salisbury Cathedral Guidebook of which we were shown six copies all 
with different bindings - from a simple basic binding through to one 
luxuriously bound, all reflecting the status and wealth of their owners. 

In the Sarum College Library, we could talk to the Library Preservation 
volunteers and learn how they clean and preserve the treasures – 
fanning out and across the covers from the spine with a soft brush or 
using a special small library vacuum cleaner for the edges – similar to 
one which we are hoping to acquire for the Minster‟s Chained Library. 

Then back to the Cathedral to climb the 37 spiral steps to the Cathedral 
Library itself, home to over 10,000 books dating back to the 9th century.  
Among the special volumes on display were:  

¶ The Golden Legend, a popular if fanciful account of the saints, written 
in 1260. Salisbury‟s version was printed in 1493, one of the earliest 
books produced by the then new technology of printing; 

¶  Microcosmus or a little description of the great World, by Peter Heylin, 
1621 – a book of its time full of facts, quirky observations and myths;  

¶ and, of particular interest to us, a 1521 copy of the Assertio Septem 
Sacramentorum (The Defence of the Seven Sacraments).  It was 
written by King Henry VIII to defend the Catholic Church from Martin 
Luther‟s attack on indulgences – pardons for sin issued by the Church 
often in exchange for financial donations, a key issue which fuelled the 
Reformation in the 16th century. The King was rewarded for his 
support by the Pope who gave him the title Fidei  Defensor,  Defender 
of the Faith – a title still used by monarchs today. 

Why is the Assertio of particular interest to us?  Because all visitors to 
the Minster‟s Chained Library can see our copy of this work.  Although of 
smaller format than Salisbury‟s, it has a similar, beautiful calf-skin 
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binding bearing the Tudor Rose, the coat of arms of Henry VIII  and the 
pomegranate of Catherine of Aragon, Henry‟s first wife. 

For me, though, my abiding memory is the sight which met me when I 
first went into the Library – a wooden rail on the wall bearing over 100 
hand-made chains which looked very familiar.  Although not labeled as 
such, they were indeed the chains thrown out by the Victorians when 
they replaced all the chains in our Chained Library in the middle of the 
19th century!  We look forward to working closely with the new Librarian 
in Salisbury and hope that our Head Librarian, Judith Monds, will have 
success in her renewed efforts to retrieve at least a few of these chains 
and bring them “home” to Wimborne. 

- Jean Harvey 

 

The Minster Greenbelt Group - Write for Rights 2018 
 

Sometimes a letter can change someone‟s life.  That‟s why in 
Advent we hold our annual Amnesty International Write for Rights 
session at the Minster. This year all the subjects of our letters 
were brave women who had risked their lives to uphold human 
rights, such as Geraldine in Venezuela, thrown in jail for teaching 
human rights, or Atena in Iran, jailed for handing out leaflets 

against the death penalty. 

This year we wrote over 84 cards and letters in support of these women.  
The cards were to the women and their families, assuring them we 
supported their action and that they will not be forgotten.  The letters 
were to the authorities asking them to take action so that those who 
abuse and torture will be brought to justice and those unjustly imprisoned 
will taste freedom once again.  Each year letters like these are effective 
in changing lives. 

This year‟s session seemed to have a very special atmosphere. It was 
held in the welcoming, open space at the back of the Minster, alongside 
the burning Amnesty candle, on the eve of the 70th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In Advent we await the coming 
of a just judge and the freeing of prisoners.  Whether we take this 
figuratively or not, we who enjoy the freedom to speak out for what we 
believe without fear of imprisonment are called to bring hope and the 
possibility of freedom to individuals who are still waiting.  

- Rosemary Lunt  
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What happened to Mary?  
 

Mary, the mother of the Lord Jesus Christ, is one of the most famous 
women who have ever lived. But what happened to Mary after the gospel 
accounts? 
We know that Mary was a young girl, engaged but not married, when 
God sent the angel Gabriel to her. She became pregnant through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, so the Child she carried had no earthly father. 
After Mary and Joseph married, and Joseph became known as the father 
of Jesus. The Christmas story found in Luke 2 shows us Mary as she 
gives birth to the Saviour, is visited by the shepherds, and is eventually 
found by the wise men from the East. 

As commanded in Jewish law, Mary and Joseph 
brought baby Jesus to the temple to present Him to the 
Lord and offer the proper sacrifice. They met two 
elderly prophets there, Anna and Simeon, who 
immediately recognized the Promised One of Israel. 
Simeon spoke of the sorrow that would one day pierce 
Mary‟s heart because of her Son. 

The next time we see Mary is in Luke 2:41–52; Jesus 
is twelve years old and attending Passover at the 
temple for the first time, as was Jewish custom. While 

Jesus spent time in the temple, Mary and Joseph started home without 
Him, thinking He was with others in their caravan. When they realized He 
was not with them, they returned and spent another three days 
searching in Jerusalem. Mary expressed a normal mother‟s frustration 
when they found Him, and scolded Him a bit for scaring them. 

Mary is not mentioned again until the beginning of Jesus‟ three-year 
ministry, at a wedding in the Galilean town of Cana. When the host ran 
out of wine, it was Mary who came to Jesus and told Him about it. Jesus 
then quietly performed His first miracle. After the wedding Jesus went 
with “his mother and his brothers and his disciples to Capernaum to stay 
for a few days”. The fact that only Mary is mentioned, not Joseph, 
suggests he had alredy died. 

Mary still did not fully grasp her firstborn Son‟s true purpose. Matthew 
12:46–48 recounts an incident when she and Jesus‟ brothers summoned 
Him as He was preaching. His response to their interruption indicates 
that He understood that even those closest to Him did not yet 
understand or believe in Him as Israel‟s Messiah. In John 7:2–5, Jesus‟ 
brothers tried again to dissuade Him from what God had sent Him to do. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/virgin-Mary.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202.41%E2%80%9352
https://www.gotquestions.org/Joseph-Jesus.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2012.46%E2%80%9348
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2012.46%E2%80%9348
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%207.2%E2%80%935
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This may also indicate that Mary continued to be confused about His role 
in coming to earth. 

We see Mary again in John 19:25–27; she watched her holy Son being 
tortured and crucified. From the cross Jesus turned to His disciple 
John and asked him to take care of His mother from then on. Jesus‟ 
choice of John to care for Mary may have been because Jesus knew His 
own brothers were not yet believers. 

Mary is among the disciples in the upper room after Jesus‟ ascension 
(Acts 1:14). She was among the one hundred and twenty baptized in 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. It may have been only after her 
Son‟s resurrection that Mary truly believed, as did some of her other 
children. This is the last reference to Mary in the Bible. 

We have only tradition and legend to tell us what happened to Mary after 
Pentecost. Scholars speculate that Mary lived in John‟s household, in 
Jerusalem or in Ephesus. Since it is thought that John oversaw many of 
the churches in Asia Minor, Mary may have moved to Ephesus with him, 
but we cannot know for certain. What we do know is that, although Mary 
was chosen by God for a unique assignment, she had to receive 
salvation by faith in her Son just as we all do. Mary is now in heaven, so 
we can look forward to meeting her there! 

- Sheila Soper 
 

Hidden History: The Three Wise Men 

The Three Wise Men travelled from the East, following the star which 
came to rest where the baby Jesus lay. 

The Three Wise Men, the three Kings or the Magi (known by all three 
names) found Jesus some time after his birth as their journey was a long 
one. 

Epiphany is the time in the church calendar when we celebrate the Wise 
Men‟s discovery. It is at this time the shepherds are removed from The 
Crib in the Minster and replaced with the figures of the Kings. 

The manger and baby are also removed, as is Mary. A different figure of 
Mary shows her nursing a slightly older looking Jesus on her knees. You 
can see this on the cover of this month‟s magazine. 

- Christine Oliver, Gordon Edgar  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.25%E2%80%9327
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.14
https://www.gotquestions.org/day-Pentecost.html
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Rough Sleepers 

A very big thank you to all those in the Minster congregation who filled 
stockings, wrapped parcels, filled shoe boxes or bags for Rough 
Sleepers (Sleepsafe) Bournemouth this Christmas. The organisers were 
so delighted when we handed them over on December 6th at their 
headquarters in Heron Court Road, Winton.  

Mr David Chidwick, who heads the team, was full of praise for the 
interest and time people have taken to do this. My thanks go to 
Wimborne Library, for acting as a collection point for a fortnight and 
cluttering up the space in their office! It was great to have such a central 
venue. In all we handed over 120 stockings and 9 shoeboxes. 

Thanks also to Philippa Watkins who did all the driving and lent her 
home for wrapping parcels, and to Dinah Ingle-finch for helping with 
some printing and loading up at the library. 

More information can be obtained from me about Rough Sleepers. The 
second half of the project helps those who have shown a desire to get off 
and stay off the streets. 

- Alison Watkins 
 
 

Aspects of Spirituality, Advent 2018 
 

The Aspects of Spirituality talks held this November were a little 
different from previous years.  Penny Baxter had arranged the 
speakers who chose their own topics.  Penny retired before the talks 
took place, and the organisation was taken over by the House Groups 
and Anne King. 

Our first speaker was the Archdeacon, who gave a very interesting talk 
about the spiritual aspects of his role, emphasising the collaborative 
nature of leadership in the Church, the necessity of trust, and of 
understanding the culture and structure.   

The second talk was given by Charles Burgess of CPAS (Church 
Pastoral Aid Society).  He gave a fascinating insight into the history of 
leadership within the Judaeo-Christian tradition; looking at how 
perceptions of what leadership is and does have changed over the 
centuries.  He showed us how today‟s different generations see 
leaders and their qualities, and gave us a lot of food for thought. 

Our third speaker was Simon Evans, who spoke about encountering 
God in thin places.  Thin places were defined as being where we 
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strongly feel the presence of God.  He painted a picture of God lurking 
in these places waiting for us.  He showed us slides of sites, in the 
Holy Land and in this country where people experienced closeness to 
God, but also emphasised that we can make places “thin” by our 
actions there.  

Ruth Wells was our final speaker.  Ruth recited her own poetry to 
develop a conversation between theology and our understanding, 
highlighting difficulties in comprehending theological concepts where 
our own experiences conflicted with the imagery presented to us.  She 
focused on women‟s experience of the world, which was often not 
easily reconciled with images and language based upon patriarchal 
cultures.   

All of the talks gave us all considerable food for thought. Copies of the 
talks are available on disk from the Parish Office, as are the slides 
used by the speakers.  Huge thanks to the House Groups who 
provided the refreshments and help at each talk, and to Leonie 
Thurlow and Mike Downton whose help at all of the talks was 
invaluable. 
We should be happy to have feedback from those who attended any of 
the talks, to help plan for the future.  Please contact Anne King on 
01202 881019 or email anneking@waitrose.com. 

- Anne King 
 

 
A report in Christianity Today www.christianitytoday.com/news 
lists the most popular Bible verses on two online Bible apps in 2018. 
On Bible Gateway, out of 920 million searches, it was this familiar 
verse from Jeremiah 29:11: 

‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.’ 

This verse, or John 3:16, has topped the annual list for some years.  

The most popular Bible verse on YouVersion is Isaiah 41:10: 

‘So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am  
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand.’ 

What is your favourite Bible verse in these turbulent times?

mailto:anneking@waitrose.com
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news
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Childrenôs Page 

How much do you know  
about Epiphany? 

 

1. How many Wise Men visited Joseph, Jesus and Mary?
Four 
Two 

The Bible doesn’t say 
Three 

2. Which King of Israel wanted to kill the baby who would grow  
to become the Messiah?
Caesar Augustus 
Flavius Josephus 

Quirinius 
Herod 

3. The story of the visit of the Wise Men (Magi) appears in the Gospel 
according to whom?
Matthew 
Luke 

Mark 
John 

4. What is the origin and meaning of the word "epiphany"? 
From the Greek, meaning "before Lent". 
From the German, meaning "after Christmas". 
From the Latin, meaning "astrologers or magicians". 
From the Greek, meaning "to show forth". 
5. What are/were the three traditional names given  
to the Wise Men? 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
Huey, Dewey and Louie 
Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar 
Peter, Paul and James 
6. What is myrrh? 
The dried sap of an African tree used anciently in  
embalming ointments and burned at funerals. 
Nutmeg 
The Arabic word for silver 
A mercurial compound used to treat flesh wounds 
 

Questions from http://www.funtrivia.com   

  Answers: 1c, 2d, 3b, 4d, 5c, 6a 

http://www.funtrivia.com/
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Book review: Paul: a Biography by Tom Wright 

(published 2018, SPCK) 
 

Tom Wright‟s masterful life of Paul reveals the tensions existing around 
Jewish and non-Jewish communities in the Roman world.  It wrestles 
with the extraordinary volte face of Saul the zealot Pharisee into the 
equally uncompromising Paul, Jesus-follower.  From the moment of his 
conversion, there is conflict, controversy and suspicion wherever Paul 
goes. The author describes Paul‟s journeys in detail; the struggles, riots, 
beatings and controversies he experiences and the occasional doubts he 
has about the mission.    

Two major issues faced the early churches: what should the real 
relationship between Jews and gentiles and between Jews and Jesus-
followers.  Traditional Jesus-followers in Jerusalem under Jesus‟s elder 
brother, James the Less, do not welcome Titus, Paul‟s uncircumcised 
Greek associate, and Paul and Peter are criticised for mixing with 
gentiles, the latter for eating with them, the former for admitting them into 
the church without circumcision.  Paul favours destroying „walls‟ between 
Jesus-followers whether uncircumcised or circumcised.  

More than a third of the New Testament is devoted to Paul‟s missionary 
journeys and his letters to the young churches.  Apart from Paul‟s 
writings too little is known about him for a complete biography; was he 
ever married or betrothed and what was he doing between AD 36 and 
46?  Reading Luke‟s account in Acts and the epistles is rather like 
overhearing a telephone conversation; you hear one voice and the 
silences we must leave to our imaginations. 

Paul‟s preaching in the synagogues of the Diaspora follow the same 
format: a direct line goes from Abraham to the Exodus, Moses, the 
Prophets, David to Jesus the crucified Messiah.  This message goes 
from Galatia (AD 48), to Greece (49), Ephesus (53-6), Corinth (56) and 
Rome (60-62) followed in each case by the Letters. 

Tom Wright thus gives an excellent introduction to the travails of the 
Early Church.  Well worth anyone‟s £20! 

- Arthur Little 
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          Wimborne Minster Presents   
       a return of the popular  

 

         SILENT  FILM  NIGHT  
 

 

 

 
With LIVE organ accompaniment by  

 

 SEAN TUCKER 
 

7:30 pm Saturday February 9th  

Wimborne Minster Church  
 

A Chilling Feature from 1927 , w ith Introduction & Refreshments  
 

            
 

Ivor Novello  in  The Lodger . Directed by  Alfred Hitchcock.  

  

 

Tickets:  £10 including  a FREE glass of wine.  Available at Square 

Records, Wimborne Minster shop, or at the door.  
 
Disabled access available. Free parking in Minster car park on Kingôs Street.  

£5 for accompanied children 16 or under or those on state benefits . Family Ticket 

£20. Charity No 1138072 . 
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Contact details  
 

Rector  The Revd Andrew Rowland  01202 882340  
 rector@wimborneminster.org.uk  

Churchwardens  Mrs De Ashton    01202 889385  
 de-churchwarden@wimborneminster.org.uk   
 Mr  Peter Cook   01202 885470  
 peter -churchwarden@wimborneminster.org.uk    

Assoc. Priests  The Revd Suzie Allen  01258 840668  
 suzie-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk  
 The Revd Dr. Brenda Gibson  
 Currently away on sick leave   
 The Revd Bill French   01258 841061  
 bill -assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk   
 The Revd Heather Waldsax  01202 884753  
 heather -assocpriest@wimborneminster.org .uk  

Vergers Mr John Hughes   01202 884753  
 john -verger@wimborneminster.org.uk   
 Mr Ashley Coombs  01202 884753  
 ashley-verger@wimborneminster .org.uk    

Admin. Assist.  Mrs Donna Gosney  01202 884753  
 adminassist@wimborneminster.org.uk     

Parish Secretary  Mrs Jane MacCaig   01202 884753  
The Parish office is open Monday -Friday      10am - 12 noon  

parishoffice@wimborneminster.org.uk  
www.wimborneminster.org.uk  

http://fb.me/TheMinster1      @TheMinster1 
 
 

 
 
                   
  
 
 
 

                                                 
 
     
 

 

 

Parish Magazine publication details 

Co-editors: Rosalind Jensen, Arthur Little  

and Barry Gibbs. 

  

Please send article and information, by email if possible, 

to parishmagazine@wimborneminster.org.uk                

or leave in the ñJ ñ pigeonhole in  the church 

 

Deadline for February issue: Monday 21
st
 January 
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