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Rogation Walk, May 6th 

A small group ï including two Dalmatians ï enjoyed 
a round walk from Hinton Martell to Witchampton, 
via Crichel House gate and shady green paths. Join 
us this time next year for another friendly and un-
taxing walk in the benefice! 

 

 

Witchampton Open Gardens 
Saturday 15th June 11.30 am ï 5.30 pm 

This delightful community event takes places every 2 years. Between 16 
and 20 gardens are open to the public throughout the village, with tractor 
rides laid on to reach those further away. The Village Club will be open 
and providing entertainment, as well as stalls run by other organisations 
such as the WI, with refreshments, ice-creams and art displays. All 
proceeds go to the Church and various village organisations.  

 

Wimborne in Bloom Gardens Open Day 
Sunday 30th June 11.00 am to 5.00 pm 

£6.00 to cover all gardens; pay at the first one you visit. 
 

Over 20 gardens in and around the town will be open, with refreshments 
available at some of the venues. Come and enjoy a wide variety of 
private gardens! There is a full list of gardens on the website, 
www.wimborneinbloom.org.uk , and there will also be an information 
table in The Square. 
  

Thereôs still time to enter Wimborne in Bloomôs Annual Painting and 
Poetry Competitions. With the title ñThe Sights and Sounds of 
Wimborne Minsterò (town) the painting competition can be interpreted in 
any medium. There are prizes to be won, and all entries will be displayed 
in the Minster in July. 
For the poetry competition, all you have to do is to write a poem with the 
title ñThe Sights and Sounds of Wimborne Minsterò (town), no more than 
40 lines long and not previously published. 
The closing date for both competitions is Wednesday 12th June.  
 Full details can be found on the Wimborne in Bloom website.  

Photo by Clive Perrin,  

www.geograph.org.uk 

http://www.wimborneinbloom.org.uk/
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At the Minster 

Sunday services  

  8.00 am   Holy Communion (BCP) 

  9.45 am   Parish Eucharist  

       (with Prayers for Healing on the 3rd Sunday) 

  11.15 am   Informal Service with Communion 

       (2nd Sunday in the month)  

      Informal Service of the Word  

   (4th Sunday in the month)  

  6.30 pm   Choral Evensong  

Weekday services 

Tuesday   9.00 am  Holy Communion (Trinity Chapel)  

Thursday   9.30 am  Holy Communion (St Georgeôs Chapel)  

        (1st Thursday in the month only)  

Friday    11.00 am Holy Communion at St Margaretôs (BCP) 

Saturday  9.15 am  New Horizons Prayers (Crypt) 

Monday-Friday 8.30 am  Morning Prayer  

Monday-Friday 5.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

 

In the Northern Villages  
 

 9 am 10 am 6.00 pm 
1st Sunday 
of the month 

Breakfast Church 
Witchampton 
Village Hall 

Parish Communion 
(CW) Horton 

Evensong 
(BCP) Holt 

2nd Sunday  Parish Communion 
Hinton Martell 
 

 

3rd Sunday Breakfast Church 
Horton Village 
Hall 

Parish Communion 
(CW) Witchampton 

 

4th Sunday  Parish Communion 
(CW) Holt 
 

 

5th Sunday  Parish Communion 
(CW) Chalbury 
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  Dates for your diary  ï June      
 
 

Saturday 1st 9.00 am ï 6.00 pm Peter Dorey Art Exhibition 
(Church House) 

Sunday 2nd 11.30 am 
 
 
6.30 pm 
 
7.00 ï 9.15 pm 

Baptism of Jake Scott, 
Charlie Raviello and Isla 
Fagbemi 
Evensong with visiting 
choir (Bridgeman Singers) 
Greenbelt (Church House) 

   

Monday 3rd 10.00 ï 12.00 am, 
    7.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Church House open for 
donations for Minster Fair 

Tuesday 4th 9.30 am Great Chapter meeting 

Wednesday 5th 1.30 pm ï 2.00 pm   
7.45 ï 8.15 pm 

Meditation Group (Minster) 
Prayer Group (Church House) 

Thursday 6th 9.30 ï 11.00 am 
9.30 ï 10.00 am 
 
10.00 ï 12.00 am, 
    7.00 ï 9.00 pm 
1.30 ï 3 pm 

Two by Two (Church House) 
Mothersô Union Holy 
Communion 
Church House open for 
donations for Minster Fair 
Oasis (Church House) 

Friday 7th 10.00 ï 12.00 am, 
    7.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Church House open for 
donations for Minster Fair 

In May 
 

18th  Wedding of Jonny Purchase and Melissa Stubbs Bladen  
25th  Wedding of Jamie Hanlon and Stephanie Bramley 
30th  Wedding of Chad Gosney and Katherine Bussey 
 

3rd   Funeral of Neil Garrard,      aged 77  
8th   Funeral of Panayiota (Patricia) Wilby,   aged 82  
13th  Funeral of Marion Jamieson,     aged 92 
24th  Funeral of Geoff Stokes (Poole Crematorium) 
31st   Memorial Service for John Batchelor,   aged 82 
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7.30 ï 10.30 pm Folk Festival events - see p.8 
below 

Saturday 8th  10.00 am ï 4.00 pm 
From 12 noon  
 

Minster Green Charities Fair: 
Folk Festival events - see p.8 
below 

Sunday 9th Pentecost 

 9.30 am 
10.30 am 
 
5.00 pm 

Pentecost Eucharist 
Ecumenical Service on the 
Green 
Evening prayer 

 From 12 noon Folk Festival events - see p.8 
below 

   

   Wednesday 12th 1.30 pm ï 2.00 pm   
2.30 pm 
 
7.45 ï 8.15 pm 

Meditation Group (Minster) 
Companions of St Francis 
meeting (St Margaretôs) 
Prayer Group (Church House) 

Thursday 13th 9.30 ï 11.00 am Two by Two (Church House) 

Friday 14th 12 noon ï 1.30 pm Lunch & Chat (Church House) 

Sunday 16th Trinity Sunday 

 11.30 am Baptism of Francesca 
Lennox 

   

Monday 17th 11.00 am 
 
1.00 ï 4.00 pm 

Wedding of Christopher 
Rowland and Victoria Moore 
Visit by Wessex Language 
School 

Wednesday 19th 1.30 ï 2.00 pm  
2.15 ï 3.15 pm 
 
7.45 ï 8.15 pm 

Meditation Group (Minster) 
Guided tour: Bournemouth 
Tangent 
Prayer Group (Church House) 

Thursday 20th 9.30 ï 11.00 pm 
2.15 ï 4.00 pm 

Two by Two (Church House) 
Mothersô Union (Church 
House) 

Friday 21st 12 noon ï 1.30 pm Lunch & Chat (Church House) 
 

Saturday 22nd 2.00 ï 3.00 pm 
 

Wedding of George Moses 
and Polly Holmes 
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7.30 pm Dorset Police Choir Concert 

Sunday 23rd 2.00 ï 3.30 pm 
 
3.30 pm 

Minster Friends AGM and 
Cream Tea 
Friends Festal Evensong 

   

Monday 24th 6.00 pm Minster Governors meet 

Wednesday 26th 1.30 ï 2.00 pm  
7.45 ï 8.15 pm 

Meditation Group (Minster) 
Prayer Group (Church House) 

Thursday 27th 9.30 ï 11.00 pm Two by Two (Church House) 

Friday 28th 12 noon ï 1.30 pm Lunch & Chat (Church House) 

Saturday 29th 12.30 ï 1.30 pm 
 
7.30 pm 

Wedding of Chris George 
and Bev Allerston 
Wimborne Choral Society 
Concert 

   

Celebrating Pentecost 
While Jesusô disciples were gathered in Jerusalem, 50 days after the 
Resurrection, and during the Jewish harvest festival, they were filled with 
the Holy Spirit. They were empowered to go out and preach and teach, 
newly strengthened by Godôs power. We think of this as the birthday of 
the church as a missionary organization ready to carry Jesusô message 
out to the world. 
Celebrating this festival in the middle of the Folk Festival gives it a 
special resonance this year. 
 
 

Greenbelt discussion group 
Sunday June 2nd, 7.30 ï 9.00 pm 

Join us in Church House lounge (downstairs): using a recorded talk by 
Steve Chalke, we will imagine Education for the Future. How can 
students thrive spiritually, emotionally, physically and academically? 
What is role of faith communities, including the Church, in all of this, and 
what can we do in our communities to make all this not just a dream but 
a reality? All are welcome. 

Steve Chalke is a Baptist minister, and founded the Oasis Trust, now a 
major charity providing housing, youthwork, family support and education 
in Britain and internationally. Oasis is responsible for more than 51 
school academies, both primary and secondary. For more about his 
amazingly active career, see his Wikipedia entry!  
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 Pentecost / Minster Fair / Folk Festival 
June 7th ï 9th 

 

Celebrating the great festival of Pentecost, 
supporting charities, and 

hosting musicians performing in the church. 
 

Services on Sunday 9th 
 

8.00 am   Holy Communion 
9.30 am   Pentecost Eucharist 
10.30 am  Ecumenical service on the Green 
5.00 pm   Celtic Evening service 
 

 
 

Minster Green Charities Fair, Saturday 8th 10am ï 4pm 
Please volunteer to help on a Minster stall, or setting up and clearing 
away, if you can (sign-up sheets are in the Minster). If you have books, 
china or glass or bric-a-brac to donate, Church House will be open as 
usual in the week before the Fair (see weekly news sheet), or ring 
Rosalind Jensen (884889) for collection. 
 

During the Fair, do come to Church House for lunch and cake! The 
Chained Library will be open (check times), and there will be visits  
to the belltower. Please remember that the church car park is only 
for those with special permits from the organizing Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 

Performances in the Minster will be at these times: 
Friday night 7.30 ï 10.30pm 
    

Saturday afternoon 12.30 ï 4.45pm 
Saturday on the Green 5.00 ï 6.00pm 
Saturday night 7.30 ï 10.30pm 
    

Sunday lunchtime 12.30 ï 1.30pm 
Sunday evening 7.30 ï 10.15pm 

 
Find out more about the musicians at https://wimbornefolk.co.uk  

https://wimbornefolk.co.uk/
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Praying for the Minster & the Northern Villages,  
Wimborne and the world 

 

Prayer cycle for June 
 

1  Priestôs House Museum, Walford Mill and Model Town 

2  Our vergers 

3  The Informal Services Group; Lay Worship Leaders 

4  New Horizons prayer group; Noon prayers 

5  The Mission to Seafarers 

6  Archdeacon Anthony 

7  Wimborne Civic Society and Wimborne in Bloom 

8  Local businesses, the Chamber of Trade, the BID 

9  FairTrade 

10  GPs, nurses, physiotherapists, carers 

11  Our retired clergy 

12  The Minster Choir, children and adults 

13  The flower arrangers, silver polishers and Broderers 

14  The Friends of Wimborne Minster 

15  Phil & Sylvie Good, the Church Mission Society 

16  The Anglican Community in all its diversity 

17  Twinning Associations 

18  Prison chaplains 

19  Local farmers 

20  Allenbourn Middle School 

21  PCC Treasurers and Safeguarding representatives 

22  Two By Two  

23  The Minster bellringers 

24  Godôs Acre Group 

25  Pramacare 

26  Dioceses of Yambio and Nzara in South Sudan 

27  Vision Wimborne 

28  The financial sector 

29  Global warming 

30  Local Hospices 

 
Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way we can pray 
together as a parish for our common   
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Clergy letter 
With the sunshine and warm weather finally making an 
appearance, our thoughts may well be turning to the 
garden, barbeques and holidays.  For me as clergy it 
takes a different slant ï I find myself thinking about 
weddings, preparing for harvest services, and the end 
of academic year leaversô services.  Whatever the warm 
weather evokes within you I am sure we will have 

smiles on our faces as we leave the house without a coat in sight, off to 
make the most of our long hours of daylight. 

In the summer season I often reflect back on my school days. Summer 
was always so much fun when I was growing up ï opportunities to play 
outside with friends after school and at weekends, fun at swimming pools 
and picnics.  One side of summer I was less keen on was Sports Day.  I 
was and am still not a natural sportswoman.  Running was not one of my 
strengths.  I was very used to being left in the last few when it came to 
selecting teams in PE class.  So, when it came to Sports Day I would 
dread the public humiliation of coming last in every race (bar one ï the 
good old egg-and-spoon race).  The years passed and things never got 
any easier. I was relieved to get to secondary school where only those 
who excelled in sports were called upon to represent the school in 
county-wide sports events.  As I look back, would I have changed this?  
Probably not, funnily enough ï it was through the challenge that I learnt 
to appreciate the gifts I did have and acknowledge the gifts others had. I 
knew what support and encouragement was and the power behind them, 
and of course I learnt about perseverance.  It was character forming.   

All that I benefitted from such horrible, inflicted experiences at the time 
reminds me of some Bible verses from the book of Romans, chapter 5: 

ñWe also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because Godôs love 
has been poured into our heartsò.   

Essentially I know that God is with me whatever age I amé that through 
the tough times he can steer me and use them to help me grow closer to 
him and become a better person.  So bring on the challenges!  (But 
please no more sport-related ones, she writes, tongue-in-cheek!) 

- Revd Suzie Allan 

 



 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
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Around 80 members of the congregation attended the Annual Meeting, 
which this year took place on a Friday. Reports from Minster groups, and 
the Rectorôs Report, had all been circulated in advance. 
 

Churchwardens 
De Ashton retired this year, after 1 year as Deputy and 4 years as 
Churchwarden. Those testing years included the óinterregnumô, and the 
illness and death of Revd. Brenda Gibson. De was thanked warmly by 
the Rector, and in turn she expressed her thanks for the prayerful 
support and openness of the church family, and her thanks to both Revd. 
Vanessa Herrick and our new Rector. 
Peter Cook was re-elected as Churchwarden, and Andrew Patrick was 
newly elected to serve. Bruce Jensen continues to serve as Deputy 
Churchwarden. A second Deputy is needed; this task was delegated to 
the PCC. 
 

PCC 
The 6 vacancies on the PCC were filled by Barry Glazier, Leonie 
Thurlow, Richard Knott, David Warwick, Francis Vine and Colin Feltham.  
 
Electoral Roll 
At the end of 2018 there were 441 names on the electoral roll, compared 
to 423 names at this time last year. (This does not take into account the 
recent renewal of the electoral roll.) 
 
Finances 
Hon. Treasurer Richard Knott reported that the financial situation of the 
Minster was holding steady. However, we still have past debts of 
£70,000 owing to the diocese, which will need to be paid. This money 
(parish share) supports the employment of clergy across the diocese, 
and a wide range of specific projects, such as in rural or deprived areas, 
or working with children. The Rector used the well-known quote: ôThe 
Church exists for the benefit of those who donôt come.ô 
 
Sidesmen 
The list of sidesmen was presented, and accepted by the meeting. There 
are a total of 48, covering all the services on a Sunday. Those resigning 
were thanked for their contribution: Jim Sexton, Laurie and Margaret 
Turner, David Sims and Cathy Thompson. Two new sidesmen have 
been added: Janet and Brian Boniface. 
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Fish & Chips 
The meeting was followed by a fish-and-chip supper, which was 
welcomed as very successful. A vote at the end of the evening was 
overwhelmingly in favour of holding the APCM in the evening again, and 
not on a Sunday morning. 
 
 
 
On the following Sunday, at the 9.45 Eucharist, the new churchwardens, 
PCC members, and sidesmen were commissioned. 
 

 

 

At the 9.45 Eucharist, Sunday 28th April 
l. to r.: Andrew Patrick, De Ashton,  
Rector, Peter Cook, Bruce Jensen 
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Friends of the Minster AGM 

The Friends are holding their AGM on Sunday June 23rd, followed by a 
cream tea for members, and Festal Evensong. The Rector will be 
preaching at Evensong. 
All members are warmly invited to the AGM, and the Evensong is, of 
course, open to all. If you are not a Friend already, why not find out what 
the Friends do? Talk to Peter Cook, who is Secretary to the Friends as 
well as Churchwarden. 
Most recently, the Friends paid for new surplices for the choir. These are 
ócathedral styleô, with angled sleeves, and are longer than the old ones. 
In due course, it is hoped that some of the older cassocks will also be 
replaced (in the same colour and style). 

 
 

Music for a While 

An audience of around 100 enjoyed a light-hearted evening of song with 
the inimitable Liz Denham (Curtis), accompanied expertly on the piano 
by Leonie Thurlow. The concert raised £850 for Minster Funds. We are 
all very grateful to Liz and Leonie for this delightful evening. 
 

Minster Tales 

The Minster Tales were related on Thursday May 16 to over 90 
members of the audience in the Minster, who thoroughly enjoyed the 
tales, and the excellent refreshments and socializing afterwards.   

Walter of Wimborne recounted his fascinating history, helped by two 
readers of his poetry, St Cuthburga entertained us with her part in the life 
of the Minster, Anthony Ettricke regaled us with his lively and often 
difficult relationship with Wimborne and the Minster, while Thomas Hardy 
told of his time in Wimborne, and of his literary exploits.  

The Tales were told as part of the very successful Wimborne Literary 
Festival, master-minded by Malcolm Angel, who found time to play the 
role of Walter of Wimborne.  The event, sponsored by Douch and Small, 
the funeral directors, will have raised some £900 for the Minster PCC. 

- Barry Glazier 
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What makes Wimborne special? 
 

My late wife Valerie and I chose to live in Wimborne in 1989 after over 
30 years of London, for several reasons. We found it to be a welcoming, 
friendly town with many attractions, in particular its proximity to open 
countryside as well as the conurbation, easy access to France where we 
have many long-standing friends and a wide range of activities and 
associations to be involved in. 

In our small London garden, Valerie experimented with 
a tiny wildflower plot, which succeeded in attracting lots 
of butterflies. One of the first bodies we joined on 
moving here was the Dorset Wildlife Trust, which has 
taught us a lot more about what we can do to conserve 
our natural environment. We were encouraged to help 
start their Wildlife-friendly Garden Scheme which now 

has hundreds of participants, and in 2010 at our home in Farrs Coach 
House, Cowgrove, Valerie won first prize in the large garden category of 
their annual competition. Many others in Wimborne and throughout 
Dorset with gardens small and large now provide a huge area of wildlife 
habitat, greater in total than the 40 or so DWT nature reserves put 
together.  

Who could not be happy living among such caring people, in addition to 
being close to Poole Harbour, the Isle of Purbeck, Cranborne Chase, the 
Jurassic Coast, Blackmore Vale, interesting market towns and lots 
more? Valerie sadly died in December 2011; the enormous support that 
many Wimborne people gave me over the following months testified to 
our initial assessment of the townôs friendliness. She left a garden legacy 
now being continued expertly by my new wife Diana (and a bit of labour 
by me) and we welcome people to visit it by appointment, in addition to 
an open day on Sunday 7 July from 2-5pm, in aid of DWT.  

We will never tire of living among such nice people and beautiful 
surroundings, in our friendly town of Wimborne Minster.  

- Michael Evans  
Chairman Wimborne Branch of Dorset Wildlife Trust 

 
[Michael is also well-known to many for his work in the Dorset Cyclists 
Network and in encouraging cyclism in general. ï Eds.] 
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Making a Joyful Soundé 
 

We sing, and share in music, a great deal in church. Religious music has 
a special purpose, but over the last 10-15 years much evidence has 
emerged of the benefits of singing in general, whether alone or in a 
group. Here are just a few aspects. 

First of all, there is a physical benefit ï singing is an aerobic activity, 
which exercises muscles even when you are sitting down. Drawing in 
deep rhythmical breaths help you relax; it is a little like breathing in 
meditation. 

Singing creates new links in the brain, between 
areas concerned with pitch and rhythm, emotion, 
and visual imagery. Often there is an intellectual 
challenge, when you are singing a part that must fit 
with an accompanist as well as other voices. 

Singing is a way to communicate; you express your emotions, and feel 
more confident. The voice is a key part of who we are, so using it well 
reflects and improves our psychological state. Singing is connected with 
the release of several hormones: there is an endorphin rush (like eating 
chocolate), and oxytocin enhances feelings of trust and bonding with 
others. At the same time the level of stress hormones falls. 

When you sing together with others, you feel you belong together in a 
community, and you feel more empathy and bonding. There is a 
strengthened feeling of a shared identity. This also means that singing, 
especially singing together, is important for those with mental health 
issues such as depression. And donôt forget the simple joy of creating 
something beautiful. 

But what if you think you canôt sing? Our choirmaster Colin Davey was 
himself told as a boy that he couldnôt join his parish choir because he 
was tone deaf. He maintains that there is no such thing, and that 
everyone can learn to sing! Many who claim to be tone deaf have simply 
never been taught in the right way. 

Singing can transform lives ï whether you sing in the shower, in a folk 
club, or in the Royal Albert Hall. So enjoy your voice, and the music you 
can make with others! 

- Rosalind Jensen 
 

https://www.singup.org , https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-42431430  

  

Picture: sacsadopt.scot 

https://www.singup.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-42431430
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What makes Wimborne special 
An occasional series 

 
How recently have you been to the Model Town? Donôt wait until you 
have small children to take along ï do go and take a look! Improvements 
and changes are happening all the time, while the essential character of 
the models and the garden is carefully protected. One sunny afternoon 
Greg Hoar, Manager, showed me some of the latest developments.  

The 1/10th-size Minster, made from 22 tons of concrete, has new 
windows produced by 3D printer, with an accurate reproduction of the 
stained glass in the windows (except for east and west ends, where 
visitors look inside). A new sound system plays wedding music twice a 
day, ending with Widorôs Toccata, and the peal of bells is thoroughly 
authentic, recorded from the Minsterôs own. The Quarterjack is now 
digital, but as before he strikes 3 minutes after the original, so that the 
keen tourist can see both at work, if she is brisk enough. 

Greg said that his favourite building at the moment is the Midland Bank, 
in the Square. Recently volunteers reproduced the Midland logo for the 
windows, and researched the interior, using archive photos of Midland 
Bank interiors sent by HSBC. The Kingôs Head Hotel nearby still has its 
fine Boston Ivy, the same plant that covered the real Kingôs Head until a 
few years ago, and which grew on the model in its original location in the 
1950s. 

The garden is one for everyone to enjoy. To cele-
brate its 60th birthday, the Model Town developed 
an extensive space including a sensory garden, 
performance space, and vegetable garden. The flowerbeds, with scented 
and tactile plants including creeping rosemary, are raised to the right 
height for visitors in wheelchairs, while water trickles gently and 
whirligigs turn in the breeze. The fenced-in vegetable garden includes 
some very healthy-looking beans and strawberries; the plan is for visiting 
groups of children to understand better where their food comes from.  

The performance space is well-used during the Folk Festival, for 
instance, when entrance is free and you can see Morris dancers, a 
puppet show and story-tellers. In May half-term this year Dorset Wildlife 
Trust is bringing its Bee Friendly roadshow to the Model Town as well. 
So keep an eye out for unusual events through the year. 


