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Cover: Wimborne Remembrance Service 2018 
 

 

Support local and national charities and 
buy your Christmas cards at Cards for Good Causes. 

Monday ï Saturday 9.30 am ï 4.30 pm 
in Church House (next to the Minster) 

until December 18th 
 

You are invited to the 

Town Lights Grand Switch-On 
Saturday 23rd November 

In the Square 

The lights will be switched on at 4.30 pm, but come and enjoy 
the excitement and activities through the afternoon. 

 

WIMBORNE IN BLOOM CHARITIES FAIR 
Saturday 9th November at the Allendale Centre 10.00 am to 3.00 pm 

Entrance 50p, proceeds to Wimborne in Bloom 

Anthony and Christine Oliver invite you to the 
Annual Wimborne in Bloom 

Pre-Christmas Coffee Morning 
Saturday 16th November 10.00am to 12noon 

at Witôs End Corner, 34 Park Lane, 

There will be a Bring and Buy and a Raffle. 
All are warmly welcome to come and join us.. 
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Parish Magazine publication details 

Co-editors: Rosalind Jensen and Barry Gibbs. 

Please send articles and information, by email if possible, 
to parishmagazine@wimborneminster.org.uk 
or leave in the ñJ ñ pigeonhole in the church 

Copy deadline for December issue: 

Thursday 21st November 

For advertising information, contact the e-mail address 
above or phone Barry Gibbs on 01202 054407 

Contact details 
 

Rector The Revd Andrew Rowland 01202 882340 
rector@wimborneminster.org.uk 

Churchwardens Mr Peter Cook 01202 885470 
peter-churchwarden@wimborneminster.org.uk 
Mr Andrew Patrick 01202 886871 
andrew-churchwarden@wimborneminster.org.uk 

Assoc. Priests The Revd Suzie Allen 01258 840668 
suzie-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk 
The Revd Bill French 01258 841061 
bill-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk 
The Revd Heather Waldsax 01202 884753 
heather-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk 
The Revd Elise Harding 01202 884775 
elise-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk 

Organist Mr Colin Davey 01202 884753 
organist@wimborneminster.org.uk 

Vergers Mr John Hughes 01202 884753 
john-verger@wimborneminster.org.uk 
Mr Ashley Coombs 01202 884753 
ashley-verger@wimborneminster.org.uk 

Admin. Assist. Mrs Donna Gosney 01202 884753 
adminassist@wimborneminster.org.uk 

Parish Secretary  Mrs Jane MacCaig 01202 884753 

The Parish office is open Monday-Friday 10am - 12 noon 
parishoffice@wimborneminster.org.uk 

www.wimborneminster.org.uk 

http://fb.me/TheMinster1 @TheMinster1 
 

mailto:parishmagazine@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:rector@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:peter-churchwarden@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:andrew-churchwarden@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:suzie-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:bill-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:heather-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:elise-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:organist@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:john-verger@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:ashley-verger@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:adminassist@wimborneminster.org.uk
mailto:parishoffice@wimborneminster.org.uk
http://www.wimborneminster.org.uk/
http://fb.me/TheMinster1
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At the Minster 

Sunday services 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.45 am Parish Eucharist 

(with Prayers for Healing on the 4th Sunday) 

11.15 am Informal Service with Communion 

(2nd Sunday in the month) 

Informal Service of the Word 

(4th Sunday in the month) 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong 

Weekday services 

Tuesday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Trinity Chapel) 

Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion (St Georgeôs Chapel) 

(1st Thursday in the month only) 

Friday 11.00 am Holy Communion at St Margaretôs (BCP) 

Saturday 9.15 am New Horizons Prayers (Crypt) 

Monday-Friday 8.30 am Morning Prayer 

Monday-Friday 4.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 
In the Northern Villages 

9 am 10 am 6.00 pm 
1st Sunday 
of the month 

Breakfast Church 
Witchampton 
Village Hall 

Parish Communion 
(CW) Horton 

Evensong 
(BCP) Holt 

2nd Sunday Parish Communion 
Hinton Martell 

 

3rd Sunday Breakfast Church 
Horton Village 
Hall 

Parish Communion 
(CW) Witchampton 

4th Sunday Parish Communion 
(CW) Holt 

5th Sunday Parish Communion 
(CW) Chalbury 
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Dates for your diary ï November 
 

Friday 1st to 
December 18th 

9.30 am - 4.30 pm Cards for Good Causes 
(Church House Lounge) 

Friday 1st 10.00am - 5.00pm Inside Out exhibition 
(Church House upstairs) 

Saturday 2nd 10.00am - 5.00pm Inside Out exhibition 
(Church House upstairs) 

Sunday 3rd, All Saints Day 

3.00 pm Bereavement Service 

 
Tuesday 8th 9.30 ï 11.00 am Great Chapter meeting 

Wednesday 6th 1.30 pm ï 2.00 pm 
7.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Thursday 7th 9.30 ï 11.00 am 
 

9.30 am 
 

1.30 ï 3.00 pm 

Meditation Group (Minster) 
Aspects of Spirituality talk 

Two by Two (Church 

House) 
Mothers Union Holy 
Communion 
Oasis group 

Saturday 9th 7.30 pm Bournemouth Bach Choir 
concert 

6th 

In October 

Baptism of Marnie Hannam 

12th Wedding of Dan Mayland and Lottie Sharland 

17th 
21st 

Funeral of Gerry Baxter aged 84 
Funeral of Mary Mortimer aged 86 

(at Poole Crematorium) 
Funeral of Frances Price 24th aged 78 
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Sunday 10th, Remembrance Day 

11.00 am 

 

3.00 pm 
 

6.30 pm 

 
Remembrance Day 
Service (Minster Green) 
No Informal Service at 11.15 
Royal British Legion 
Service of Remembrance 
Prayers for Peace 
(Informal Service) 

 

Monday 11th 11.00 am Observance of 2 minutesô 
silence 

Wednesday 13th 1.30 ï 2.00 pm 
2.30 pm 

 
7.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Meditation Group (Minster) 
Companions of St.Francis 
meeting (St.Margarets) 
Aspects of Spirituality talk 

Thursday 14th 9.30 ï 11.00 am Two by Two (Church 
House) 

Saturday 16th 1.30 pm 
 

4.00 pm 

Wedding of Alex Stovell and 
Harriet Shaw 
Friends of the Minster tea 
party 

Sunday 17th, Second Sunday before Advent 

 
Monday 18th 6.00 - 7.00 pm Minster Governors meeting 

Wednesday 20th 1.30 ï 2.00 pm 
7.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Meditation Group (Minster) 
Aspects of Spirituality talk 

Thursday 21st 9.30 ï 11.00 pm Two by Two (Church 
House) 

2.15 ï 4.00 pm Mothers Union (Church 
House) 

Saturday 23rd 4.30 pm 
 

7.30 pm 

 
Sunday 24th, Christ the King 

 
Wednesday 27th 1.30 ï 2.00 pm 

7.00 ï 9.00 pm 

Christmas Lights Switch-On 
in the Square 
Lewis Manning Charity 
Concert 

 

 
Meditation Group (Minster) 
Aspects of Spirituality talk 
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Thursday 28th 9.30 ï 11.00 pm Two by Two (Church 
House) 

Friday 29th 2.30 ï 4.00 pm Dorset Federation of 
Womenôs Institutes Carol 
Service 

Coming sooné 
 

Advent services: 

Sunday December 1st 

6.30 pm ï From Darkness to Light, Advent service 

Saturday December 14th 

11.00 am ï Shoppersô Carol Service 

Sunday December 22nd 

6.30 pm ï Carols by Candlelight 

 

Informal Services in November and December 

November 10th 

6.30 pm God of Hope: Prayers for Peace 

November 24th 
11.15 am Jesus reigns! Celebrating Christ the King 

December 8th 

11.15 am Jesus is coming! Celebrating Advent 

December 29th 

11.15 am Happy Christmas! Celebrating Jesusô birth 
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Praying for the Minster & the Northern Villages, 
Wimborne and the world 

Prayer cycle for November 

1 Associate Priests, Villages 
2 Lay Pastoral Assistants 
3 The Sunday School 
4 The Greenbelt Group 
5 The Childrenôs Society 
6 Bishops Nicholas, Karen 

and Andrew 
7 Wimborne Library: staff, 

volunteers and users 
8 Local MPs 
9 Amnesty International 

10 Bournemouth & Poole 
Hospital Chaplaincies 

11 Our Licensed Lay Minister 
12 Our Organist and Director 

of the Choirs 
13 The servers 
14 The Minster Green Fair: 

organisers and helpers 
15 The Minstead Training 

Project 

16 Archbishops Justin Welby 
and John Sentamu 

17 East Borough Housing 
Association 

18 Social workers 
19 Dorset Wildlife Trust 
20 Queen Elizabethôs School 
21 PCC secretaries 
22 Minster guides and 

welcomers 
23 The Minster Governors 
24 The Minster Environment 

Group 
25 Mission Aviation Fellowship 
26 Our neighbouring churches 
27 The Tivoli Theatre and 

Allendale centre: volunteers 
28 The Armed Forces 
29 Refugees and migrants 
30 The Reef, Streetlight, 

Coach in the Community 
 

 

Please use this diary as a part of your own prayers. In this way 
we can pray together as a parish for our common concerns. 

 

 

So ï what does a Canon do? 
Our rector Andrew, who is also Rural Dean of Wimborne Deanery, has 
been installed as a non-Residentiary Canon of Salisbury Cathedral 
(along with two other priests, and a layman, who is now a Lay Canon). 
All the Canons meet twice a year; they give feedback to the Cathedral on 
its activities, and provide views on the work of the diocese. The cathedral 
website says óEach of these individuals brings special insights into 
different aspects of society and expertise that the Dean and Chapter, the 
Cathedralôs governing body, can draw uponéô Congratulations to 
Andrew on this additional recognition of his role in our deanery and 
beyond. 
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Our 400th issue! 

This month marks the 400th issue of Wimborne Minster Parish 
Magazine, rather younger than the Minster itself, but still a significant 
milestone. 

Although there are much earlier parish magazines, which can be read in 
the Priests House Museum archives, the first issue of the modern series 
came out nearly 34 years ago in 1985, under the name Print. John and 
Connie Davis produced it for many years, painstakingly collating items, 
mimeographing every page on the office photocopier, and then hand- 
stapling around 300 copies 

Rosalind Jensen took over in about 2010, joined by Arthur Little in 2013 
and Barry Gibbs in 2017 .The cover was printed in colour from 2015, 
using the good offices of the Priestsô House Museum and their colour 
photocopier. The range of contributions became broader, although we 
were still limited in what photographs we could reproduce. And the 
copied pages were still sorted and stapled by hand. 

At the beginning of 2019, we decided to use a professional printer to 
produce the complete magazine. This has enabled us to improve the 
quality of the images throughout the magazine. To help pay for this extra 
cost, advertising was introduced. Reflecting the changing nature of the 
magazine, the name Print was dropped in favour of Wimborne Minster 
Parish Magazine - the intention was to widen its scope to embrace more 
of the townôs activities, as happens in many other parish magazines. We 
were also stimulated by the closure of the Stour and Avon Magazine, 
sorely missed by many in the town. The first year of this new format has 
been largely successful in its aim, with around 20 advertisers ready to 
use the magazine to promote their products and events. However, we 
aim to push on further, both in the range of topics and advertising. 

The magazineôs distribution has been widened and, apart from those 
distributed to Minster parishioners, copies appear regularly in the Tourist 
Information Office and several retail outlets in the town, as well as in GP 
surgery, dentistsô and Victoria Hospital waiting rooms. A digital copy of 
the magazine has appeared on the Minster website since 2015. 

The editors would like to thank all our contributors, our advertisers and 
Minster staff over the years. We look forward to your support in the 
future growth of Wimborne Minster Parish Magazine. 

- The Editors 
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Remembrance 

óSeason of mists and mellow fruitfulnessô ï Keatsô 
words describe the autumnal season beautifully. As 
we drift towards winter, as the evenings and nights get 
longer and the days shorter, we remember those who 
have gone before. Whether we mourn the loss of 
loved ones recently, or remember those who died in 
wars, November is a time of reflection for many. 
Remembering those who have gone before us laying 

down their lives for their country, those who have had an impact on our 
own lives, who we love and miss, who maybe lit up the path of faith for 
us. 

In the Christian calendar November is the end of the year, finishing with 
Christ the King Sunday. This feast day was introduced by Pope Pius XI 
in 1925 at a time of growing secularism and nationalism. He wrote that if 
Christ is given all power in heaven and on earth, then as human beings 
we are embraced by that power and as Christians it should apply to all 
our faculties ï our minds, our wills, our hearts, our bodies. We celebrate 
Christôs reign on earth, and into eternity, looking for his return. As the 
gospels remind us - óBut about that day or hour no one knows, neither 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come.ô 

Less than a century later we are again in that place of growing secula- 
rism and nationalism, in a world which seems dark and uncertain. We 
each have a challenge as we move towards Advent and Christmas ï 
how are we going to share the message of Jesus Christ so that it is 
relevant to those who we meet? To enable people to see beyond the 
now, to give people a hope that is eternal? 

There is a Chinese proverb: "It is better to light one candle than to curse 
the darkness." Bishop Robert Willis has written a hymn which reminds us 
that the light of Christ continually penetrates the world of darkness and 
that we are the bearers of that light. 

In a world where people walk in darkness 
Let us turn our faces to the light, 
To the light of God revealed in Jesus, 
To the Daystar scattering our night. 
For the light is stronger than the darkness 
And the day will overcome the night. 
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Though the shadows linger all around us, 
Let us turn our faces to the light. 

- Revd Heather Waldsax 
 
 
 

Remembrance and the 2019 Poppy Appeal 

Each year for two weeks before the Remembrance 
Weekend a small area by the War Memorial is set up to 
give a focus for personal commemoration of relations 
and friends lost in war. People who wish to do so should 
get a poppy cross from a poppy seller or static poppy 
point, write a short remembrance and place it in the 
Garden of Remembrance. After the Remembrance 

weekend the crosses are moved to the garden at the Royal British 
Legion Clubhouse. 

 
This yearôs Poppy Appeal will be launched on Saturday 26th October. 
Vehicles from the Historic Military Vehicles Trust will arrive with the 
Mayor in the Square at 10 am, and cadets from the ATC and ACF will be 
on parade. 

In the 2 weeks following, there will be a (licensed) door-to-door 
collection; around 330 collecting tins and poppy trays are given out. All 
collectors will have an identity card with their photo on. We are very 
grateful to all those who have volunteered to help. 

Last yearôs appeal raised Ã34,531.02 in Wimborne. The money raised for 
the Poppy Appeal goes towards supporting ex-Service 
personnel and their dependents in times of need. These are the Royal 
British Legionôs charitable beneficiaries. 

In Wimborne the Appeal is fortunate to have the support of a local 
branch of the RBL. The Legion was formed in 1921 so will soon be 
celebrating its centenary, and the Wimborne branch was one of the first 
to be formed. Currently there are around 2,500 branches of the RBL. 
You do not have to have served in the armed forces to be a member of 
the Royal British Legion; anyone can join and is encouraged to do 
so. However, you do have to have served to be a beneficiary of the 
charity. 

- The Poppy Appeal organisers 



14  

CARDS FOR GOOD CAUSES has started 

its 26th year of trading in Wimborne in Church 
House Lounge. 

This year is the 60th Anniversary of Cards for 
Good Causes (CFGC) which started in 1959 
as The 1959 Group of Charities, and now 
supports over 38 charities both locally and 
worldwide ï a tremendous outreach across the 

world, run by local volunteers across the country. Of the 60 volunteers 
who help in the Wimborne shop, 32 come from the Minster congregation! 
Thank you so much for your dedication and support year on year. 

Cards for Good Causes aims to ensure that over 70% of the sale 
proceeds from its cards and Christmas goods actually goes to the 
charities it supports. Last year it was 71% and with the sales in 
Wimborne being £55,000, our contribution to the charities was some 
£40,000. A remarkable achievement. 

The Minster is one of the charities supported locally, along with the 
Friends of Victoria Hospital and Juliaôs House. Each year just under 
£1000 worth of Minster Christmas cards and goods are sold in the CFGC 
shop and CFGC also gives a donation of £1500 for the use of the 
Lounge over the 9 weeks leading up to Christmas, which is a welcome 
sum towards the running of Church House. 

So please, when you go upstairs for coffee in the hall after the 9.45 
service instead of in the Lounge, please remember with every step you 
take (there are 20 of them) how Cards for Good Causes supports the 
Minster and so many charities around the world. 

- Francis Vine 

Missing the Museum? 

While the Priestôs House Museum is closed, outreach work 
continues in schools, including pottery workshops linked to 
the potteries of East Dorset. 

Wimborne Library has a pop-up museum display, as well as the monthly 
reminiscence sessions. Further pop-up displays are being developed to tour 
East Dorset in the near future. including a display showcasing entries for the 
art competition earlier in the year. 

On November 26th the Library also hosts the regular Archaeology Day, when 
you can bring your finds to a professional for their comments. 

And remember, you can always visit the gardens 
and tea room of the Museum! 
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Hidden Histories: War Memorials 

November is the month we remember those who gave their lives for our 
freedom and our attention is centred upon the War Memorial standing on 
the Green outside the Minster. 

The memorial was erected in November 1921. It was designed by well- 
known church architect Ninian Comper. and the sculptor was W. D. 
Gough, who worked with Comper on a series of war memorials in the 
1920s. 

The memorial is made of Doulting stone from Somerset. On 
an octagonal base with three tiers of steps, a cross with a 
tapering shaft is surmounted by a cap and tabernacle with 
four panels representing (East) the Nativity, (West) the 
Crucifixion, (North) St Cuthburga, (South) St George and the 
Dragon. 

The cost of the Memorial, and the tablet to the fallen of the 
First World War inside the Minster, amounted to £855, which 
was raised by the residents of the town. As a result, the memorial on the 
Green belongs to the town rather than the Minster. 

The tablet in the North transept of the Minster has 164 names on it; after 
World War II a second tablet with 33 names was set up in the South 
transept, with a further memorial to those who have died in active service 
since then. Len Pearce, who has just retired as a Guide in the Minster, 
researched the names listed. He discovered the families, where they 
lived, what rank each man held and where they were killed. His findings 
are recorded in folders at each of the memorials in the Minster. Chris 
Brown, working with the Priestôs House Museum, focused on a few of 
these men, and the moving play The Gathering, performed by Wimborne 
Community Theatre in 2018, was based on his research. 

- Christine Oliver 
- Photo: Gordon Edgar 

 
You have probably met this small but self-assured cat 
around town: Lilithôs home is the Oddfellows Arms, 
Church Street, but she keeps an eye on the shops, the 
Library, and the Minster. Here she is welcoming visitors 
in the Minster porch, one wet October morning. (Photo: 
Francis Vine) 
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Mary Mortimer (1933 ï 2019) 

Mary Mortimer was responsible for many of the events and occasions 
which all of us in the Minster take for granted. Mary was a very able and 

helpful Chairman of the Outreach Committee for many 
years, until she went into hospital recently. Under her 
guidance Lunch & Chat was established, with proceeds 
going to the Sudan Medical Link and she supported it 
wholeheartedly. Through her knowledge and connection 
with the Sudan, she could give updates of all that was 
going on there and she was in regular contact with the 
Sudanese Bishops. The Housebound Lunches, which are 

held 4 times a year, were started under her leadership; they are much 
valued by those who worshiped at the Minster but are no longer able to. 
Until recent years she was always involved in the catering, serving etc. 
but more latterly Mary set us an example of just óbeing thereô and talking 
to everyone, an important part of her ministry. Mary was one of the folk 
who started and maintained the Minster Fair (now the Minster Green 
Charities Fair), being on the Committee for many years and responsible 
for the management of the Fair. She served as Churchwarden in 1984- 
88 and her knowledge of the Minster was second to none. She will be 
sadly missed by so many, not least by the Outreach Committee. 

- Anne Pollard 
 
 
 
 

The local dementia groups in Wimborne, Ferndown and West Moors are 
working together to produce a quarterly magazine, called Dementia 
Friendly Communities. The first issue is out on November 1st, and it will 
be a central resource signposting people to local groups, information, 
help numbers and interesting information for those living with Dementia 
and their carers. For more information, please email the Wimborne 
Steering Committee at Wimbornedfc@gmail.com . 

mailto:Wimbornedfc@gmail.com
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Sunday School: Just Get On With It! 
Luke 17:5-10 

At the 9.45 service, we always enjoy hearing what Sunday School (including the 

choristers) has been doing. Here is Stephanieôs account of one dayôs activities. 
 

We asked the children to look at a plate which had a conker, an acorn and a 
mustard seed on. What did they think these things would become? They said 
the conker would grow into a conker tree and the 
acorn would grow into an oak tree. Then they 
realised they had overlooked the tiny mustard seed. 
They thought it might grow into a flower - so we 
showed them a picture of a mustard tree. 

Mild white mustard grows wild in North Africa and the Middle East. The children 
knew quite a lot about mustard: there are different colours and types, and you 
can have it with sausages or burgers. We talked about how mustard can liven 
up the taste of some foods and add a bit of zing, particularly to cold meats. 

What else could the mustard tree provide? Shade to animals and people. Fallen 
twigs or branches could be burnt to create heat or cook food. Other branches 
could be used to construct a house. The tree offers a lot. 

Then we told the following story: 

Jesus' closest disciples said to him, "Help us to have more faith." He 
replied, "Even if your faith is only the size of a tiny mustard seed, you could 
say to this mulberry tree, óDig up your roots and jump in the sea!ô and it 
would do as you ask." é 

Jesus was trying to empower his disciples, telling them what they can do with 
even a tiny amount of faith. He is encouraging them in their faith as he 
encourages us in ours. 

For example, God won't do everything we ask because we don't always know 
what is best for us - but he does. So, if we pray for patience, does God give us 
patience or does he give us occasions to be patient? If we pray for courage, 
does he give us courage or the opportunity to be courageous? And what about 
if we pray for our family to be close. Does God zap us with warm fuzzy feelings 
or does he give us opportunities to love each other? 

We thought about how we can make a difference to other people, and how the 
small seed of faith within us can be planted in others, with the hope that it will 
grow big and strong like a tree and spice up their life like mustard! Finally, for 
our craft activity, we made a picture of the mustard tree using the seeds for the 
leaves. 

- Stephanie Shimmons 
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Hope for our Blue Planet 

The talk at our Harvest Supper was given by Andy 
Lester who is Head of Conservation at A Rocha 
UK ( https://arocha.org.uk ). This is a Christian 
charity working in many different ways to care for 
the natural world. 

We heard about the way that climate change is affecting us in this 
country now, as well as some scary predictions for the future if the rate 
of global warming is allowed to continue. Numbers of birds, mammals, 
insects and wildflowers have decreased drastically and birds such as 
nightingales, swifts and hen harriers could become extinct in Britain 
before long. 

Other matters of concern that have an impact on the environment are 
Brexit, and the internet, ï in particular its effect on children who become 
disconnected from nature. Our health crisis is partly due to lack of 
exercise causing physical and mental ill health. 

After all the ódoomô, Andy gave us some signs of encouragement: the 
government declaring a Climate Emergency, the growth of conservation 
groups, rewilding and the fact that some species are increasing in the 
UK, e.g. dormice, little white egrets, peregrines and pine martens. 

A Rocha UK runs an urban nature reserve in Southall where the local 
community can have contact with nature and care for wildlife, and a rural 
one in Suffolk providing a rich habitat for dragonflies. It works closely 
with Hilfield Friary, Lee Abbey and other places. It also developed 
EcoChurch, the award scheme to help churches bring creation are into 
every part of their church lives. We have the bronze award and we are 
now more inspired than ever to work towards the silver award! 

- Alison Francis 
 

Flourish at Holton Lee 

On a golden September afternoon a small group from our MEG and 
Godôs Acre teams visited Holton Lee on the edge of Poole Harbour. We 
had been invited by Livability who run the 
centre to help people discover wellbeing, 
through a garden project called óFlourishô and 
also through crafts and outdoor activities. Our 
friends from Livability have been to the Minster 
three years in a row to sell their wonderful fruit 
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and vegetables at our óGreenô events (see 
below). So this was a return visit and we were 
very impressed by the vegetable-growing beds 
and polytunnels. We were taken for a walk 
around the beautiful heathland and salt marshes 
of the nature reserve. At Flourish, participants 

get involved in horticulture, conservation, maintenance and rural craft. 
This is a place where people with physical or mental health problems 
can find peace, a living community of friendly people, learn new skills 
and gain confidence in activities. 

Look at the website https://www.holtonlee.org If you become a Friend of 
Livability Holton Lee, you can have access to the reserve and enjoy the 
bird hides and you will be giving your support to this project with whom 
the Minster has developed a relationship. 

 
Minster Green Day 

Alison Francis 

The Minster was full of life on Saturday 19th October as people came to 
meet up with the diverse environmental organisations that were brought 
together for the day. They were able to find out how to reuse, recycle, or 

up-cycle ï or cycle ï from Sustainable Dorset, 
Wimborne War on Waste, Dorset Scrapstore, 
the Scouts and Dorset Cyclists Network. They 
could find information about conservation from 
Dorset Wildlife Trust and Friends of the Earth 
or take away organic vegetables grown by 
Livability, Fair Trade products, recycled cards 
or ówonkyô trees, (which are not quite good 
enough for garden centres). There was steel 

band music (by Dumpton School), African drumming (by St Michaelôs 
Colehill), a choir, a band and a trio and there were unending cups of tea 
and coffee and delicious cakes. 

Thanks to all those who helped bring about this vibrant event. 
 

This was part of the new town-wide Green Festival (October 19th-26th), 
which occupied the Green on the 19th as well. The apple press in 
particular was kept busy crushing apples for juice all day long! 
On October 24th, the Minster hosted a nature-themed story-telling 
in the crypt with Lisa Scheidau, organized by Sting in the Tale. 

http://www.holtonlee.org/
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What makes Wimborne special 
An occasional series 

Tivoli Theatre 
Wimborne is fortunate in having its own cinema, but to include with it an 
auditorium and stage suitable for plays, pantomimes and other live acts, 
is a real bonus. 
The Tivoli Theatre was initially a town house, Borough House. In 1936 it 
was bought by E de Wilde Holdings with the intention of creating a 
cinema, and the Art Deco auditorium was designed. Older residents may 
still remember the excitement of electrical lighting, and the (now 
restored) lightshow that preceded events. Most recently, the original 
canopy over the front of the theatre has also been reinstated. 
In 1980, however, the County Council drew up plans for an inner ring 
road which would cut through the Tivoli site, and the cinema then 
remained closed until 1993. That particular road plan was eventually 
abandoned and the theatre building was rescued and restored, under the 
leadership of Malcolm Angel. 
After the County Council received a request with 7000 signatures, they 
offered the premises at a peppercorn rent, with the cost of repairs to be 
met by the theatre itself. Thanks to a generous contribution from 
Wimborne Town Council, the Tivoli re-opened on the 23rd November 
1993, firstly as a theatre and a year later with cinema facilities as well - 
the show was on the road! Staffing was principally by volunteers. In 1997 
a board of trustees was set up, but by 2002 it was apparent that a 
professional with a background in the entertainment business was 
needed, and the present manager, Charlie North-Lewis, was appointed. 
Charlieôs priority was to put events on for more days of the week, 
increaseing opportunities for live acts - the first signing in this new 
timetable was the comedian Jack Dee. The Tivoli now has a perfor- 
mance virtually every night of the month - films, live bands, plays or 
one-man shows. It is on the regular tour route of a number of acts; 
comedians regard the Tivoli as one of their favourite venues. It is also 
home to the excellent Wimborne Drama Group and, of course, the 
Christmas pantomime, this yearôs being Dick Whittington, starting on the 
20th December. 
There are around 100 volunteers, who are vital for the success of the 
operation, and 9 salaried staff. One of the over-riding strengths of the 
Tivoli is the managementôs understanding of what entertainment 
Wimborne residents want, and providing it - as a town, we are indeed 
fortunate to have such a facility. - Barry Gibbs 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STEVE PARRISH  

Wednesday 6 th November 7.30pm 

Tickets £22.50  

ROCK ôNõ ROLL PARADISE 

Thursday 7 th November 7.30pm 

Tickets £22.50  

SIMPLY RE - RED 

Friday 8 th November 8pm 

Tickets £21.50  

ELKIE BROOKS 

Saturday 9 th November 7.30pm 

Tickets  £32.50  

LUKE KEMPNER 

Sunday 10th November 8pm 

Tickets £16.50  

GEORGIE FAME in Concert 

Tuesday 12th November 7.30pm 
Tickets £24/£22.50 concs  

CLARE TEAL 

Thursday 14 th November 7.30pm 

Tickets £24/£22.50 concs  

UK PINK FLOYD EXPERIENCE  

Saturday 16 th November 7.30pm 

Tickets £23  

PETER PANTIES: Adult Panto! 

Wednesday 20 th November 7.30pm 

Tickets £17.50 (Age 16+ only)  

 
WWW.TIVOLIWIMBORNE.CO.UK  

THE BOB DYLAN STORY  

Thursday 21 st November 7.30pm 

Tickets £22.50  

THE BLUES BAND  

Friday 22 nd November 8pm 

Tickets £25  

JAMES ACASTER  

Wednesday 27 th November 7.30pm 

SOLD OUT  

TALON ð Best of the Eagles 

Thursday 28 th November 8pm 
Tickets £25  

Wimborne Musical Theatre present 

RegenerationðJust Canõt Stop the Music 

Sat 30th Nov 2.30pm & 7.30pm  

Tickets £14/£12 concs  

PANTOMIME!!  

DICK WHITTINGTON  
20TH DECEMBER ð 5TH JANUARY 

ADULTS £16.50 / CHILD £13 

(GROUP BOOKINGS 1 IN 10 FREE)  
 

FILMS:  

MRS LOWRY & SON 

JUDY 

THE JOKER 

SATELLITE SCREENINGS :  

A Midsummer Nightõs Dream 

Depeche Mode: Spirits in the  Forest 

Hansard  

(See website for dates and times) 

BOOK ONLINE AT 

WWW.TIVOLIWIMBORNE.CO.UK  

http://www.tivoliwimborne.co.uk/
http://www.tivoliwimborne.co.uk/


Probus and the Townswomenôs Guilds 

Individual circumstances can change, perhaps as a result of moving or 
retiring, and sometimes you may simply want to widen your contacts in 
the area you live in. It is useful to know of sociable organizations locally, 
where you can meet people, maybe have a meal and listen to a speaker, 
and possibly become involved in wider charitable projects. 

Probus is one such organisation; it was set up in the UK in 1965 as an 
international association for retired men, particularly professional and 
businessmen. Each Probus club is autonomous and sets its own rules, 
although there is a quarterly magazine published nationally. There are 
two Probus clubs in Wimborne, and both also organise family social 
events and trips. 
The Probus Club of Wimborne meets for lunch, followed by a speaker, 
at the Cobham Club in Merley on the first Thursday of the month: 
contact John Kent (tel.01202 693279, kentjekent@btinternet.com). 
Minster Probus meets at 11.00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of the month at 
Hamworthy Club, Canford Magna. Their secretary is Chris Isaac 01258 
857759 isaac.eagles@gmail.com 

A similar organisation for women is the Townswomens Guild, founded 
in 1926. Its mission statement is: ôProudly building on our suffragist 
foundations, Townswomenôs Guildsô mission is to continue empowering 
all women to make their own lives, and those of others, better.ô The 
Guilds offer women ófriendship, talks and activities,ô along with organised 
trips outô ( https://www.the-tg.com ). 
Again, there are two groups serving Wimborne. Wimborne Evening 
Townswomenôs Guild meets on the second Tuesday of each month 
(except August) at 7.30, at Wimborne Methodist Church: contact Pat 
Sheldon at sheldon6154@gmail.com . Merley Evening Townswomenôs 
Guild meets on the third Wednesday of the month at 7.30, at the Merley 
Community Centre: contact Ruby Lawrence at ruby@sfao.co.uk . 

 
 
 

Digital Champions 
With more services going online, Dorset Council is 
keen to support everyone to develop their digital 

skills. Wimborne Library has a volunteer Digital Champion, who can help 
you build your confidence, acquire new online knowledge ï and find out 
more about whatôs happening in Dorset. 

Contact your public library to find out more. 

mailto:kentjekent@btinternet.com
mailto:isaac.eagles@gmail.com
http://www.the-tg.com/
mailto:sheldon6154@gmail.com
mailto:ruby@sfao.co.uk
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